Wil

LT AR

February W84

When Kim Soe lirsl ar-
rlvad in the Houslon
1wandy years ago,; ho had
anly $100 to his nama.
How he has the largest
karate organization in the
soulhwast Unlted Slatas.
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admisslons.
Associote Admissions
Dhrector Bub Brashewr
heods to China an a Ful-
beight Scholarship o edu-
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gricluaite progrivns in Lhe
LES. and wround the world.
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The earlier, the betier.
If Jedinny is huving a hacd
time reading in school, the
problem could be his eyes.
Pediatric oplometrisis say
thit carly examinulions can
lead o quicker improve-
menls and more assused
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Karate iz blg business

for UH instructor.

For Grrandrmasier Kam Soo,
the murtial urts is o way of
life, neil a bige of wicks, 17

you wewnl 1o brenk brcks or
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Martial arts the Kim Soo ﬁay

Yo can barely see the panclled walls in
Crriindmaster Kim's oftice at his korate sta-
div in Spring Branch. They are covered
with pictaces, plagues. newspoper clip-
pings, cerificates. wophies and medals.
The otlice decer, an incredible display of
achievement, success and viclory, is
harcly what yon would expeet from a man
wha deseribes his youthful self prowing up
in Somlh Kotea as bashiul with low
self-exleem.

Thiat was before he discovered the -
finl wris af ape V. Since then Kim Pyung
Soo, instructor of martial wets at UH since
1974 and world-renewned karate expert,
has established the brgest korote orguniza-
tion in the seuthwest Linited States and has
been promated 1o minth-degree black bel,
the highesl cank in the manial ans, placing
him ameng only 50 peeple at fhat level in
the waorld. Fle 15 the anly person in Texas
and only among I people in the United
States with that runk.

But Kim has overcome meech o get
where he is teday.

As achild prowing up in Seoul, South
Kaorea, Kim had 1a deal with a lot of fam-
ily conflict. Also, because he skipped one
grade in clementary school, Kim was inoa
cliass with bovs older and bigger who
enjoyed “beating up™ on him. 1 lost all of
my confidence and my school grades
dropped,” Kim recalled.

After deciding he had had encogh, Kim
began daily intensive kacate raining, and
aver two yYears later, was awarded a black
hel.

After receiving a degree in Russian lan-
guages al the University of Secul and

spending some time in the miltry teach-
ing the marinl aets, Kim decided it was
time L comme ko Americe. He bad devel-
aped his own systesn of martial ans imin-
ing called Cha Yon Rya, “The Natural
Way," which incorporates clements from
severi| Orientel fighting and wmaining ech-
nigues, including Korean tac kwon da.
Japanese karate and Chinese Kung fu, and
felt he did not have the freedom o con-
time developing this system without inter-
ference from other martial arts teachers in
the Orient.

In 968, Kim came 1o Howston with
only B100 in his pocket, wnd @ dneam o

open his own kirale stodio. He chose
Houstion hecsivse Lthere way ot an already
established karate sehosl in the area and
he relished the thought of being o ploneer.
“AILE really had vk my burning desice
b says.

Than wis twamy years ago. Today, Kim
T dojungs (tromning hallsh m downtown,
Spring Branch, the Woodlands and King-
woed . Other Texas Cha Yon Ryu dojungs
are now operaling in Clear Lake. Bay-
wwn, Rosenberg, Keunee, Collepe Sta-
Yion., Dallas. San Anlomio, Austin. Euasl-
land, Aldine. Tomball and Odessa, He
alsa boasts ou-cf-slate lecations and two
i Mexice. His corrent amd former siu-
dents number over 35,000

Kim modesily attribules his success o
hard work, and the Fact that kamate “% my
life, not my business”

In honor of the 200k anniversary of the
founding of Cha Yon Ryw International
Murtial Ans Association, Kim wis hon-
ored by Houston Mayor Katheyn | Whit-
mire, who proclaimed Janwaey 16, 1988, as
“Grandmaster Kim So0 Day™ in Houoston,

T those who might be interested
irying their hanc at the mantial arts, Kim
eives this advice; “Style doesn't make the
man. Man makes the style, 1t is imponant
to remember that the mamial acts are o way
of life, not a way to impress or bully
people ™

A to students who ask him o 1each
them how o break bricks or boards, Kim
hunds themn a hammer,

T.H.



